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(Erase heading not required) 

Summary of Events and Information 

',V orklng partles 'the sa.rne as yesterday. 
Regular weekly training conference held at Bn H. ~ . 
Lt-Col M.P.Bogert attended a lecture at Bde H. '~ · 

Remarks. references 
to Appendi0t::s nnd 

initials 

The usual work party of three officers and one hundred and fifty O.R.s p roceeded to , , 
local farms to pull sugar- beet. Its a result of these work-parties training wi thin the ~f---r.-.::: 
unit has been almost completely disrupted during the period we have been supplying the~. ' 

Lt-Col M.P .Bogert and .Maj J .A.Hebb visited the Bde Carrier and Mortar school. 
Lt-Col M.P.Bogert attended a T.E.W.T. at Div H. Q, . 

Ilfu.j J .A.Hebb proceeded on course to Barnards Castle, Co. Durham. 
Lt-Col M.P.Bogert paid a visit to the N.c.o. school. 
Lt-Col M.P .. Bogert attended a conference at H.Q.. 1 Cdn Div. 
A cloth-model exercise, " Bn in the Defencen was held at Bn H. C'~ • 

Training as per syllabus. 
Lt-Col M.I· .Bogert proceeded t'o Bde H. G~ o 

a T.E. 1N.T. was carried out at 1600 hrs. 

/i--A;£{ 4 
to attend a training conference, follov.d.ng this <: 

Fi el_d Return. 

Training as per syllabus. 
Lieut D.McG.Archibald and Lieut A.W.Rogers appointed to rank of Capts. 

Church parades as per 
Otherwise a verj quiet Sunday. 

Maj W.C.Gemmel s .. o.s. to N.E.T~D. 11a j P.H.Stehelin assumed command of Sup Coy . 
All officers attend a conference at Bn H. ~ . This is in addition to the regular weekly 

conference due to the larg e number of questions re adiD..inistration as vvell as training . 

The A.A.Plat and Bren gunners of t wo coys carry out A.A. firing at balloons. 

App 3 

~~. 4 

~l 

The Carrier, Mortar and A/tlc Plats have returned from the school where intensive 
training was carried out under Bde arrangements. -This period of training is said to 
proved highly__.. beneficial. 

1600 Regular weekly training confe.rence held at Bn H.Q,. 
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r ... .i 

9 

1 0 

l l 

1 2 

13 

14 

l..i eut C .L.:lJ lJl.,lt::.L~.~ l)l"' OC880..8Ll ~CJ J:o) C . r_:_~. ~~ . :.jorcle l! -eo ...... c·G or;. ·L ~~e i 21S"Cl-. ~Lc·~ion.-::.l C'G G. :['t . 

1 ~: ;)~~ Lt-Col .:., ... :P. 3o~~.;G r,t :~ tJte:_cieu :_,~,_ : .... 1 . ~ .- -.P . ~r . co r;.Ll t.lc·~ea kJ..,. l 0d!l I 11i' ~ .~cl.e . ·~,_·;. a =J..1 .~ • . 1 .~. \"v':::. B i :ro ... 
t~~e r1.c:.ture of" c o.Lo i ned oper :."c,:l.orl s . 

OSOO Training as per syll 2bus. 
Th e unit was allot~ed t wo st atioL-w~cons said to be in ~ decrepit 

tra iler(ditto) tod~y . 
1 ')00 Lt-Col = .~ .P. :Jocert ~t"L,ellC.:ted :::. :r.s. ·.r .r.;: G. "G :r:= · ·:. · 1 Cd.n l.J iv. 

0 1 t'l(': 
.L.Vv 

C/00 
L:~ j J. -·~ . :I eo ·~ re-c urn ell fro.! cou:~s e . 
Lt-Col l._ .:· . ~o;_; ert, l.~ :..1.j F . J.-l .S te~.:.e li r.:. [-1r1ci Li etlt ~ ~ . -~.~ . =: i se}l. . .L.~.ltle r J.. lorl i:; ,.~ ·.:- 1 ·-c ... ! 3ever~· .. l (;· . £(.s 

procec~cieC~. or: s t.elet011 si~ c ~{er·ci LG : 'l~illl"L·el~~ : i . Or;. t.l.:is C3J~e i' cise Lt-Col ~·O ~; ert ucteCt ~. s 
cil i m: Li....i±Jir e o.,:· 3 C6.11 In i" Bd.e i..i.llci ~.~a.j .Sto~;.elil:;. .:.:,cted <..'.S o.c. ,Jest L . 3 .R.. 

.; . 

'. 
'i- ' . 

G(,QO l.-~j J ._: .... ~·:e ·~; :; \\' e~lt Lri .:c..i~ ;:..;. ~jd. e l--ec c e pc:.rt J7 -c~o IJ>w·J.t)ri d r~; e \/e lls to loo l~ ovei' c.. r 2.r:E:;e or~ )"'7-, ... 

100 0 

140 0 

0800 
1630 

VJ~:ic!t ti~is 1.Flit '.vill c o.rry out firin~; pr :.:.. ctise <iuring Ee:x:t Yieel;: . T.i:~ey a l so i nvestit:=Jted. 
t il e rGE:.tter of [.illet~; ~_;rJ::.. ic ~~ we v1ill occupy dur- i ng t llat period.. 

Lt.-Col L.P.Bogert and. Lieut I·=.lCTCisenllc::.uer s ttended. a 'i'. 3 . '.i .T. in t i1e Sn ::~1~ ilill Barn 
a rea . '11l1is Yras in t he ::1atu.re of :1Inf in t he att ?_ct: in co-op eration vvitll t ccnks' 1

• 

h.taj F· . E .Steh elir;. proceeded. on a one day course on c s..r:1oufl age a t Tunbrid.e;e \Jells. 
The first tri a l game of tLe Bn soccer te G.m Ylas played. on the Recre ation Grou..11ds, 

'J e whaven. The team, Ylhich is under t he direction of Li eut J. K.Rllod.es and }'. S . ti . IIenning , 
is sai<i to 11ave shovm g reat lJromis e. 
Field Return. 

Tra ining as per syllabus. 
0 gp conference he l d at 3n '' lJ. • ~ v • to make fin a l 2.rrang en1ents f'or t h e move to Frant Range. 

I 

,-

"' 

~ Cl ' ' "'-_, /--_,·~-· 1 1urcn paraaes as per . ~~~ 

171 5 Ten officers and t-vvo hundred and ninty-nine 0 .R. s proceeQ.ed by tr a i n to '.l:unbridge \'/e lls "-
rhe Bn 'Nill carry out t h is range practise in t vvo groups . This first group vias comprised. 
::>f ~( fuJ.d 5 Coys and hal f of Sup Co y and Bn :fi. C(, . vrh o \Vill b e firing on 14 and 15 Dec 42. 

"' 
0800 The remal· nl· n ,..,. 1 1 · - llabus "" 1a f of the :on c a rrl ed out training cs per S\] - • 
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DEC., 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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Hour Summary of Events and Information 
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o900 

1800 

2100 

2030 

·OcOO 

C.:J.pt Kennedy of tile C:.i:cl t ~;; Yor:r: .:t c.:.lled to co";;1:; lete arr~!1t_~e~.1ents for the ta.J:cine; over 
o:t' t l1e ::J.nti-rc..id. role iE tj:..i s =~:~ o.re:=... b y t iw. t unit c~urins Lle ~li ,slrt of 15/16 Dec 42. 

Pay parades as per .:>.pp l 
Conference at Jn E. '·- · to co~u}) lete arr 2.n~_;erJents for tj1e move of tl1e second half' of' the ;' , _ 

' 3n to Tun bridge ',.fells. -.: 
Lieut A.J.d.Dyer S.O.S. on b eing appointed staff learner at ~l·s· 3 C.I.3. 
B aild D Goys, remaininr-; elements of SulJ Coy anda 3n L. ~"· plus t:ne Scout and. Sniper Secs 

proceeded by train to 'l"..mbridge \!ells. iu-ri ved at 21)0 llrs. 
First group returned b~,r tr2.in to T;ev·rho..ven. 

Second f:roup carry out firill(j prto.ctise . ·.·~·ec.the r ver} \·Jet <:l::-J. d 11e..zy. Visi\jilit::l ..,iOor. 

Second party finish practise. Still r a ining ; uite ~ard causinG very poor shootinc 
conditions. 
Second party, less Scouts and Snipers, return by train to :~ evmaven. The Scouts and 

Snipers rema in until tomorrov,r, v/nen s. 1.3de Scout and Snipers shoot 1:iill be carried out. 

hlaj J.:-~..Hebb, Lieut R.H.Bullock and Lieut S.F.rlilliams attend a conference at Bde H. :~> 
p_n connection with a Bde concentration of Carrier and Uortar llats for the purpose of 
intensive training , to be llel6. <::.t Rottingdean c 9.:0./[i).~:g.ping 20 Dec 4 2. 
Instead of the usual Bn parade Lt-Col .i,J..P. Boger•t:/rEia"'cll Coy in their ovm area in the 

prder wor11. on the range in order to elininate certain ninor differences in turnout . 
. The. Scou~ and Snipe~ Secs of' this uni tfiring in the Bde meet \'-iOn the shoot by a healthy 
·il~r?ln, L..r.le score belng, (averag e per man) ·.'Jest n.S.R. 74 R22eR 65 and Carlt & York 61. 

BuL.. ~n spite of this it is felt that the teai:J. , on the vvl~ole, suffered from lack of 
!PraCL.lSe. 

Trainin; as per syllabus, othervJise very quiet. 

The Carrier and Mort a r Plats moved. to tl.i.e Bde concentr a tion area at Rotting<lean. 
The remainder of' tl1e unit less cert a in elements left for nor.wal duties moved to an 

1ear Seaford to ca rry out Inf training in co-operation with tanks. ' 

.... -- , ~-

< 



Instructions n ding preparation of WAR DIARY M.F .M. 11 
40/P & S / 37 War Diaries; (whic1 .• vill be kept from fil·st 

day of mobilization, creation· nr embodi
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. 1. OR 

Title pages will be prepared. WEST N.,S.R. 
IJ5J' I 'E: I ~~ , I { ; E: N ( ; E: S ( ) !VI IVJ A R y Original, duplicate and tn1-.1cate tD be 

DECEMBER 1942 forwarded to 0. ijc 2nd Echelon for disposal. 

Place 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

0900 
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Summary of Events and Information 

The four rifle Coys marched out to the Snaphill trainingli area where the officer i/c of 

Remarks, references 
to Appendi~~s and 

initials 

a Sqn of the 12 Cdn A.T.Bn gave a lecture on the general charactistics of tanks,includin~ . 
~erformance and armament. This was followed by a complete crew of a Churchill tank,each ~ 
pf whom recited in exact detail the nature of his duties in the tank. Following this all' 
~embers of this unit were given the opportunity to explore the tanks under the guidance 
of the officers and N.c.o.s in charge of them. Also all officers liaised with their 
opposite numbers in the A.T.Sqn and prepared their Flat exercise for the following day. 
~eather very disagreeable,raining throughout the day. 

';o~~ .. Each Flat was put through a Flat exercise supported by one troop of tanks. After each ~ 
exercise constructive criticism was offered. The weather was even more disagreeable than 
yesterday, rained constantly and the mud was very deep. 
Lt-Col M.F.Bogert, Capt J.R.Cameron and Capt S.D.Smith attended a demonstration put on 

by elements of 2 Cdn Inf Bde., This demonstration illustrated the fire-power of an Inf CoVe 

'"' Each Coy was put through an exercise involving one Sqn of tanks in support. Constructiv~ . r~~ 
criticism was again offered after each exercise. The day turned out to be clear and cold, ' 
all the tps entered heartily into the spirit of the exercises and much profitable 
experience was derived therefrom. 
The Bn arrived back at thmir billets in the Bn area. 

Training as per syllabus. 
Weekly training conference held at Bn Hq., 
Today the unit was granted an advance in pay 

festive mood and celebrate the Xmas holiday. 

!App 4 rr.--.. -.... 
in order that they may properly get into a ' 

25 This being Xmas day, is to be treated as a Sunday, normal duties only to be performed. 
Contrasting with the merrymaking at the Xmas Eve dance at Drove Hall, Xmas day was 

appropiately ushered in by midnight Mass at C Coy mess hall., Thereafter, "not a creature 
1 

; 

twas stirring"until 0830 hrs on Xmas morning, when Holy Connnunion services began at Chrislt /h-..-~-
Church, Newhaven, followed by similar services at C, D, and Sup Coy areas. \, 
Solemnities dutifully fulfilled, at 1100 hrs the officers of the Bn gathered in the mes~ 

at Peacehaven, where the clinking of glasses ,handshakes and cries of "Merry Xmas" 
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25 

1900 

26 

27 

announced the opening of Xmas day festivities. Brig Chas. Foulkes called to wish the 
officers a Merry Xmas. At 1200 hrs the officers dispersed to their various Coys to be 
present at the mens' dinner. And what a dinnert Turkey and roast pork in abundance, 
which, with numerous supplementary dishes, heaped the deep, wide-rimmed plates to full ·'{- ,-. 
capacity. At Drove Hall, B Coy and Bn H.Q.. were seated along three rows of tables, ·-~, 
brightly decorated with red and green with a row of candles in the centre, and a gift 
from the Knights of Columbus at each place. Here the N.C.O.s served the men, while the 
officers assisted in tapping a bountiful supply of beer. Shottly before dinner began, 
Brig. Foulkes entered the hall, commented on the pleasant decorations,then departed. 
Lt-Col Bogert, who had been visiting the Coy messes in company with Brig Foulkes, 
wished the men a Merry Xmas, and expressed the hope, which was enthusiasticall¥ received 
that next year we would be having our Xmas dinner with our families at home. 
While this happy party was in progress, similar scenes might be seen throughout the Bn 

where, to use the words of Capt J.W.K.Smeltzer, o.c. A Coy,"all ranks basked in the 
happy atmosphere of goodwill". 

With the comfortable laziness \vhioh followed such a hearty repast, the afternoon was spent 
quietly. Everyone who had access to a radio, listened to His Majestys' broadcast to the 
Empire at 1500 hrs, and the Cdn Forces programme, including Gen MaoNaughtons' message 
at 1730 hrs. 
The officers at Peacehaven mess sat down to a dinner that would have "stumped" Goering 

and maae Goebbels blush with shame. In the cheerful light of flickering candles the 
table, with its' appetizing burden of turkey, pork and Xmas cakes, brought back memoria~ 
of the "Old Order of Good Cheer", and to those of us who were present to drink a toast 
to the King and to our absent friends, it was indeed "good cheer" and a fitting ending 
to a merry Xmas. 
Field Return. 

) ', 
App 3 

Training as per syllabus. 
Lt-Col M.P.Bogert spent a large part of the morning with the A/tk Plat. 
Lieut J.W.K.Smeltzer today appointed to the rank of ftapt. 

.hJAp:p- 4 
<:.._ 

Church parades as per App 1, othe~rlse a very quiet Sabbath. 



.. Instructions rt, cling preparation of 
War Diaries; (which will be kept from first 
day of mobilization, creation or embodi
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. 1. 

WAR DIARY 
M.F.M 11 
~0/P & 8/37 

Title pages will be prepared. WEST N • S • R • 

Place Date Hour 

NEWHAVEN I 28 0800 
1400 

1430 

1830 

29 1100 

1600 

30 

31 0800 

Summary of Events and lnforma tion 
Remarks, referenccl'! 
to Appendi-.::cs and 

initials 

Training as per syllabus. App 4 
This is the last day of the N.c.o. class, Lt-Col M.P.Bogert gave a closing address. 

The standard of this class is very highe 
Brig Chas Foulkes called, and he and Lt-Col Bogert went to an area near Glynde to look ;-+ , .

at some ground suitable for putting on a demonstration of flat trajectory weapons in the · 
attack. Later it was found that this ground could not be requisitioned. 

All officers of the Bn met at officers mess, Peacehaven, to discuss,chiefly, training 
for combined operations. 

Lieut H.M.Eisenhauer proceeded to A range, Burling Gap, to attend a demonstration of a 
quadruple Bran mounting. This mounting was tested in comparison with four Brens singly ~ . 
!mounted,and although the mounting appeared quite effective, it was the opinion of a large; '' ' 
~umber of the officers present that the very rapid expenditure of ammunition would 
detract considerably from its' value. 

Weekly training conference at Bn H.Q. 
C Coy officers visited the Carrier & MOrtar concentration area of Rottingdean to plan 

a demonstration of a Coy in the attack teamed with Carriers and Mortars. 
This morning a message was recieved cancelling the special training scheduled to take 

~lace during Feb. This evening the BeM. informed Lt-Col M.P.Bogert by phone that the 
decision to cancel the special training had been reversed. 

Capt C.R.Day returned from secret mission and immediately proceeded on leave. \ 
~ I r .r· ~.--. ,.. 

Training as per syllabus except C Coy which carried out a rehearsal of the demonstrati ::>·n :~. 
twhich they will put on tomorrow. 

All available officers and N.c.o.s attended a demonstration in the area of Rottingdeano 
~n this an Inf Coy{C Coy, West N.S.R.) v~s organized as combat teams in conjunction with . 
barriers and MOrtars.(from Bde Concentration) i.e. each of the two fwd Flats having unde~l-r-r 
command two Secs of Carriers and two detachments of Mortars. The combat teams demonstrat 9'& v <:.. 
attacks on outer posns of the enemy encountered during the approach march. It was quite 
impressive. In summing up Brig Chas Foulkes pointed out that smoke should only be used 
~o screen movement of tps and not during the final assault which should be covered by # .,11 / 
fire as long as possible. He also suggested that mortar fire should be used as a heavy~~~~~~~ 
concentration before the assault and not frittered away uselessly. ~ · 


