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I · ! 'Nest N S R remained in the xALAZZO area all 1 Oct.. At an 0 GP at Bn HQ at 0800 hrs ~· i O V 

! I Lt col Bogert outlined the general plan of adv of 1 CDN Div. Orders were received 
,

1

; /late in the day for West N S R to move to the area of LUCERA (R Jll23) on 2 Oct ••... , APP l(a) 
Movement order 

1 

07451 1/iest N S R embusses and crosses Bn SF at 0830 hrs (SP - rd and track junc 684607) 

I 
having been delayed while Sask L I clearedo.l\.Part from several diversions the adv 'l:"!ent 

''Jvell, and abput noon the c oln pas sed theough CA.WOSA and on to CERIGNOLA and FOGGIA. 
I I Before reaching FOGGIA a very heavy rain enveloped the-coln for about 15 IDinutes. 

11

• 16451 'Nest l'T S R reqched the area of LUCERA and bivouaced about two miles SW of the town 
I 

1 
(085203). No further move on 2 Oct , but bn vmrned of possibility of early move on 3 

, 1 Oct. 

I 0600 I West N S R received warning oro_er to be on one hour's notice from 0700 hrs 3 Oct .. 
1 I LOBs a!l.d B ~eh will remain in-present area following any move by west NSR. • .•... 

1 No move occurred,however,on 3 Oct. During the last hours of the day another severe 
I electrical storm passed over the area. Intelligence summary •••.• 

)~ 

(b) 
ent order 
LG~ 

07451Lt col Bogert and IO attend an 0 Gp at H~ 3 CDN Inf Bde,followed by a recce to the are 
VOLTURARA( 8721), then held by · 48 Highrs, while the RCR was preparing to attack s M.ARCO 
(8425) at 1400 hrs.Brig Penhale and the recce party studied the ground to the West 
from the high feature 8923,returning to LUCERA at noon. At 1400 hrs Lt col Bogert ~ 
discussed the existing situatior.. with coy comds at Bn HQ. Maj G L F McNeil received ) 
congratulations on being a''varded. the MC,subject to likE final approval by HIS MAJESTY 

the KING. F39 7 50 Pt e J King (stretcher-bearer) a1J':arded the l':~M. · -

No move fpr West N S R today. Carlt &. York Regt acting as firm base in area 8923. 
On 5 Oct R22eR went fwd and -·attacked South of the main highway to the line of the 
river FORIDSRE near GJi.J\~. At 1330 hrs coy comds were "kept in touch 11 with the 

situation by Lt col Bogert. Int Summary ••..• 
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0 500 Lt col Bogert, I 0, and coy comds go f 1Hd to H .~ 3 CDN. Inf Bde a t 918 21 0 . '.',7e st '!'ISR et 080 0 
hrs began to move '·.'!est in TCV s, while coy comds were allotted their respective areas 

ftbr the defense of VOLTURARA,West NSR having been ordered to hold the area as a firm 
lbase. The areas selected were: Bn HQ, ,887216; A Coy,877224; B Coy,882220; C Coy,874f:27; 
jD Coy,880230. The bn 1.-vas in posn by 1100 hrs. 

1300 Lt col Bogert _was called to Bde H~,where he receive d warning order for a bde attack 
acros s the FOO'IigM on 7 Oct 43. Lt col Bogert and IO immediately proceeded to a RV at 
860207,where Brig Penhale issued orders for an attack to begin at 0730 hrs on the fol
lov~1.ng morning. earl t & Yo±tk Regt will at tack on the rt, West N S R on the left, to · sec
ure the high grftound south of GA.t'\.J!BATEM. Following the 0 Gp ·a recce was made from the 
area 800250,where Lt col LAP.e,l Cdn Fd Regt,RCA,discuss ed the arty plan with uni t comds. 
Coy comds West NSR were given orders for th e attac k at this point at 16 30 hrs. Briefl 
the plan vms: A Coy to at-:t~ck rt,B Coy left,securing the feature pt 550(7522); C Coy 
to follow at 15 min interval,Bn -:S:Q, attacking with C Coy,and D coy to follow c Coy at 
15 min interval. 'Nhenthe first ob-jective was reached the bn would push on to the high 
ground around pt 700,about lGOO yds farther West. · . 
While this recce was in progress; 1.v-est NSR was moving to e.rea 870198 in TCVs,and hy 
1930 hrs was concentrated on MS ANGELO (870207) • .- .... Movement order, ••.• 

0300 West NSR moves off en route to a form.IDng up place near the FORTORE river(80025.0l. fly 
first light the bn was forming u p free from enemy observation. One man was wounded by 

A;PP 1 (e) 

an .enemy shell, several of which were fi;-red .at random. At 0700 hrs ou:b' arty began cones . 
on enemy :BPsns across the FORTORE, cul.cp.inating in a "stonkn along the :1Ji ver bank at · · 
0715 hrs. ' Zero was at 0730 hrs,at which time A. and ,B Cciys began to cross lOO yds of ~ 

open river bed under heavy 1·,JG fire from enemy posns near the opposite bank. Enemy 
shells and 2o mm AA/A tk MG fire added to the din,while f~om the home bank the welcome 
chatter of the Sask LI MGs disturbed the enemy' s small arms fire to such an exi:;ent tha · 
the leading coys,in fact the whole bn,cros s ed the river bed without a casualty. By 
0930 hrs all coys were making good pro·gress uphill on the v.rest bank of the ri"'rer. >Net, 

heavy,clinging ~oughed earth made progress difficult. Scattered LMG posts continued 
to fire on the leading tps.At pt 550 on the rd fro.q1 GAMBATESA to TUFARA oneffour-bar
alled 20 mm gun,one single 20mm gun,one lorry,one MB,and 6 prisoners were captured, 
and one of the enemy. was killed. Capt CL Putnem,HQ Coy Comd,answering the ringing of 

. :"'_. ""' - . m ·· ·$ " ·,. lj'fc?'' ,,-7.: ~ ,, "-. ·- - --- -- ----- .. --· - . - -- --· ------ ·---------------- ----------------------------- -· ·--~------"------ ________ · - ---- --- "''"' ~ -~- ... - --------
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-----------------1 1--------------------------------------------------------------------·---------------------~-------------
GAMBATESA 7(Coptd) i a German phone near this post,carried on a;{ mutually unintelligible conversation with 

init ials 

7723 1 I the enemy, ending with 11'The English are here,Hal Ha1",replacing the receiver amid a bust of 
guttural oaths.-· 

. About 775222 Lt col Bogert ordered A,B,and D Goys to proceed to the high ground 

G.AMBATESA 
777221 

8 

! beyond,while Bn HQ and C Coy held the area 777221. The bn was shelled during this re-org 
/-anisation,but nomserious casualties resulted. In their progress fwd,A.B.and D Coys 
were fired on from a strong enemy post on hill 763223. This posn received attention f om 
3 in mortars shortly before dark,and at l53-st light B Coy gained the enemy posn with 
Capt Cameron wounded and one man tilled. lv1eanwhile D Coy had suffered over a dozen 
casualties from shells hitting the trees in their area(possibly from our own arty, 
which was firing at extreme range) and by fire from an enemy sP gun in the area of 
GAMB.A.T.ES}1.. No 22-set had been f'wd as the river bed was impassc.ble to tpt, but the sign~l 

/ officer,l..t J H Jones,had succeeded in l§lyingtelephone cable from the FUP,where the 
!adjt,Capt CB Higgins,was in comn with Bde H~ on the 22-set. APart from occasional en-
1 em.y shelling the night passed quietly. Enemy tpt was heard moving \Vest during the 
night. 

0900 Carlt & York Regt on the rt a~tacked and secure~ the town of GAMBATESA. At l400mhrs 
Capt Higgins reported at Bn HQ with Lt col Bogert5 jeep~containing the 22-set. The 
Q,M,Capt C F Whynacht,arrived sometime later with the day's rations. Both these vehs 
were brought fwd through enemy shellfire and over rds which had not yet been s,Nept fo 
mines, and from which mines were removed even after Capt Arcbj_ bald had brought fwd. a 
large part ofF and A Echs about 2200 hrs. During J~r,day the wounded were evacuated; 
the night passed quietly. ~.., -'i G~Y' ·, ;-~i' ~ 7 -l ~ ...4 /I oR. s ~. 

9 0800 Lt col Bogert proceeds to Bde HQ which was sgelled during his visit,the enemy having 
suddenly lift~d his fire much more to the East. During the day R22eR attacked the next 
ridge to the West.west NSR OP in .o Coy area watched the attack and indicated several 
enemy posns to a med FOO nearby. West NSR was ordered to rest and clean up as much as 
passible during the day. About l330 hrs Lt J C McNeil,.A. coy,begam a patrol to the are ~ 
of RICCIA,wi th the p·rimary task of recconoi tering routes across country. This patrol 
returned at 0730 hrs 10 Oct. No routes for tpt were found and the ground was very 

difficult for marching tps. 
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10 1

1

:1000 / Brig M H S Penhale visi~ed HQ West NSR amd at 1045 hrs he and Drig Vokes,acting GOC 
1

1 1 Cdn Di v, visited the OP in B Coy area. R22eR had meanwhile secured the area of the 
1 1 rd junc near RICCIA(633"234) At 1230 hrs Brig Penhale ordered West NSR to move fwd to 

I 
Jan assembly area near this rd junc preparatory to an attack on the town of JELSI. 

1300 jAt an 0 Gp at Bn HQ. J..t col Bogert issued orders for the adv. CaPt F H Burns attended as 
i comd B Coy,Capt tlameron having been woumded on 7 Oct. At 1330 hrs Lt col Bogert,IO,and 
! coy comds proceed to H~ R22e~(70923l),arriving 1645 hrs,the remainder of the bn mean-
. while moving fwd on foot. At 1900 hrs the recce party was taken to the area of the rd 

junc by vehicles mf the lt arty regt from 1 Airborne Div,the lt regt being in support 
of West NSR for the coming attack. Lt col Bogert decided to remhin in the area of the 

I l
rd junc 633234,rather than move the bn fwd to a posn whicti was overlooked by the enemy 
, West N S R arrived in the area about .rr,idnight and bivouaced about 637235. 

I I . ' ~ ()V ,., N ~ f . T' 

11 10630 I.Lt col Bogert lssued oro.ers for an ..at±B.<f.k on the hlgh ground viest of JELSI. 0800 hrs-
-! Bn forms up immediately south of the rd junc,and at 0830 hrs proceeded toward the 

1 
1 river running south from JELSI. The enemy immediately began to shell the open ground 
over which VJest NSR was advancing but little damage 1.¥as done unttl the leading coy(C) 

came under LMG fire near the river bed at 660230. This area \AJE.S then heavily shelled. 
The 22-set was put out of actio~,and later the 22-set of the lt arty regt comd was 
also damaged,severing all wireless co.mn with Bde HQ.. Nearly all mules of the 3 inch 
ortar detach..rnents were killed,in spite of which the detachments carried on in the 
heavy enemy shellfire. Lt Williams,D Coy,was killed. T~e MO,Capt Fletcher,was wounded 
in the leg but carried on;Lt Rice,B Coy~ was also wounded. 

. vVhile @ and Ei ~oys were engaged on the left, B Coy crossed the river on the rJbght, 
and pushed on to the high ground beyond,followed by A Coy and Bn BQ,,after which c an 

D Coys crossed easily. It was ~well afternoon,heavy mist covered the area,and the 
bn was nearing the heights of Mt GILDONE instead o~ the high ground immediately west 
mf JELSI (pt 705). Due to lack of observation and approaching darkness the bn re-org
anised and dug in on t:qe high ground near 641220. The night was wet and comfortless; 
occa sional bursts of ~;.rerman LMG fire were heard . R22eR moved. through West NSR during 
the night to secure the area of ~t GILD~NE. 

Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

)~ 

12 0700 Morale came up with the sun. Lt col ~ogert gave orders to coy comds to move at 0800 h s 
to the original objectives nearer JELSio This was done "tnthout any opposition from ~ 
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12 ( Qontd )I 
I I 

13 

I I 
I ' 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

14 i 0900 

I 

15 I 
I 

the enemy and by 0930 hrs the bn was in posn: Bn H~,654235;A Coy,680245;B Coy,652245; 
C Coy,641231; D Coy,649230. Jeeps and ration vehs crossed the diversion near JELSI be 
fore noon. During the afternoon orders were reseived to move coys to a posn bearer 
GILDONE. A,C,and D Coys moved fwd and by 2000 hrs were in new areas: A Coy,680245; 13 
Coy,615245; D Coy,630235. , 
About 1730 hrs Capt CB Higgins and vapt CL Putnam were both badly wounded while 
burying the dead from the Prev:i.Qus day near the river _b13d(660235<).. 
~ ,,_~~"tJ:-r~~so~$ ~, 3~ J<t ORs ~ 

Lt J C McNeil,A coy,assumes th~ duties of adjt. 1300 hrs - Lt col Bogert proceeds to 
Bde HQ.. At 1400 hrs LOBs and B ~eh arrive in A Ech area near rd junc 637234,and Maj 
R sE Waterman,2 ic,reports to .Lt col Bogert. Due to congestion on the highV\.ray to the 
"Nest ,HQ, West NSR did not move fwd on 13 Oct. 

/636238 
Bn HQ, moved fwd to new area one !!li.le East of GftH&Mi ,end at 1000 hrs B Coy was order d 
to move f wd to pt 640 (636242). 1300 hrs - Lt col ~ogert and IO visit HQ. 3 Cdn Inf Bd 
The bde will probably remain in the present area uutil 25 Oct 43,with some patrol 

committments. At 1800 hrs Lt col Bogert attended a dinner at Bde HQ9 

At a meeting of all offrs Lt col Bogert stressed the necessity of checking arms,eqpt, 
and clothing during the period of rest. At 1230 hrs Brig Penhale and ~rig T V Gibso 
visited HQ West NSR. Brig Gibson is now comd 3 Cdn Inf Bde. 

133 The tactical situation permitted concentration and West NSR was moved to a new area 
nearer JELSI: Bn HQ,644235; A Coy,644240; B Coy,640240; c coy,633237; D Coy,630235; s 
Coy and tpt,area 638229! . 

initials 

)~ 

16 I 0900. Lt col Bogert visits HQ 3 Cdn Inf ~deo At 1200 hrs ,Lt Guy Withers,South African Air-
1 I Force,arrived at HQ West NsR for a'· three-day attachment • During the day supervisor 

1 James Losie opened a canteen in the £n area for the sale of K of C and EFI comforts. 

1100 I RC church parade in Ba HQ area • At 1115 hrs all offrs met at bn H~ to discuss change 
in lt scale tpt to meet winter conditions. Lt col Bogert is a member of a senior offr 
~ommittee to investigate possible changes,and attended a meeting of this cmmmittee at 

)~ 
17 
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18 ! 0930 West NSR sports day opened in B Coy area. These sports were all of a military pr 
military nature,providing a day of interest and amusement for all ranks •.......• 

A picture show(Broadway Melody) was sho~~ to all ranks at the K of C canteen. 

semi-
i 
I 1830 

4o.... 

19 i Good use was made of the mobile bath durin~ the day. 1100 hrs. Bn 0 Gp to discuss 
, 1 general and administrative points. From the Int Summary it would appear that the 

~ 
i enemy is preparing to meet any further adv vdth much heavier opposition than in the 

1

1 

past. 
1215 Ninety men from each coy RV in B Coy area and proceed by tpt to CPJl.POBASSO for an 

I afternoon of recreation, attending the Savoy cinema to see "Lady Hamilton" 

20 i / At 0900 hrs and 1400 hrs Lt col Bogert inspected Band D Goys respectively. Battle-
! dress v~s worn for these inspections,and has now come into wear. 

21 

22 

I 
sp Coy,using its o~~ tpt,was the first coy to spend the afternoon in CM~POBASSO,a 
privilege won by scoring highest in the sports meet on 18 Octo 

I 
1330 

1200 

30 men fro, each coy RV in B Coy area to proceed to CAMJ?OBASSO with recreational tpt, 
Thist,is the first time that any town in SIDCILY or ITALY has been put in bounds to tps 
The Q)Udersgot" Club gas been opened for offrs and the 11 Beavern Club for ORs. Two cin 
emas,the "Savoy 11 and the "Capital" are also in operatiom. No tp§ are allowed ib tovm 
from 17 30_ 'hrs to 07 00 hrs •.......• ~g) 
Orders received for move to new area 2 miles lJE of CPJviPOBASSO , At 1300 hrs Lt col Eo 
-ert,Lt J H Jones and coy comds proceeded or. a recce of the new area. At 1630 hrs B 
oy mobed by tpt to the new area,followed at 1840 hrs by the re:rp.ainder of the bn less 
A Coy,which came in a second flight, the entire un being in posn about 2200 hrs •........ App l(f) 
tens: Bn ~Q. ,56~313;11 C?Y,?55314;B Coy,560320;C Coy,548318;D Coy,5623i5;Sp Coy,560308. ' 
Nest NSR 1n th1s area lS 1n ~ange of enemy shellfire. R22eR have gone fwd to carry 
out intensive patrol activity in-~ontact--with the ehemy near the BIFERNO RIVER in 
the area o~ S S'ffi!!FAN.O' 5034). T9 Ht~ N8ftH 5 Di v has its left boundary near rd · junc 

5835 • 3 Can Inf Bde is fan-ruing a .firm base for a later attack • 
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23 1 0800 Brig Gibson,Comd 3 Cdn Inf Bde visits Lt col Bogert at HQ West NSR. The day was spent C PJ;LPQ B.A.S SO 

561313 

I 
I 

I 
24 10815 

I 
I 

25 o8oo 

1400 

26 0800 

in deepening and improving defences. At 1115 hrs Lt col,Bogert emphasized principles 
in defense to coy comds,incl correct siting of weapon pits,field of fire,sentry routi e, 
etc. Maj R S E Waterman outlined a forthcoming period of offr trg to be later organis 
ed on a bde level. ~ 

'I It is now kn0"\1\111 that Lt Ross Guy,who v-l8.s wounded at POTENZA,has been awarded the / IJ \ 

I 
Military Cross. Gen Montgomery issued a p-eresonal message to all ranks Eighth Army on 
the anniversary of EL ALAMEIN.. • . • • . . A pp 4( e) 

I The majority of the Roman Catholics of West NSR, with lVlaj G L F MeN eil in charge, att-
t ended a divisional RC church parade in GM~OB~tSSO. At 0845 hrs Brig Stahe~ inspected 
the coy defences in company with Lt col Bogert. At C900 hrs H Capt Brundage held Com- ~ 
munion Service near Bn HQ. In the afternoon(l300 hrs) recreational tpt to CM\~OBASSO ) . 
was resumed. 

1~j R S E Waterman addressed all Pl Comds at the opening of their period of trg,afte 
which the morning program,incl German o~ganisation and codes, was under the IO. 
Pl Comds class spend the afternoon learning signal organisation and RT procedure un-

1 der Lt J H Jones. 

Pl 6omds ihlass discussed "Patrols and Reports"with the IO,followed at 0945 hrs by 
a two hour period of instruction on the three inch mortar,under the supervision of 
Lt R W Bullock. 
CANADA's ~i£th Victory Loan opened today. 1 Cdn Div has $1,000,000 as its objective, 
each inf bn being asked for$40,000. 

27 0800 Capt G G Taylor demonstrates the efficiency of the 6 pdr A tk gun to the Junior Offrs 
class,followed at 1015 hrs by a lecture on "Supporting Arms 11 by Lt v-ol M P Bogert. 
The day was wet and the ground became very muddy. As nearly all personnel are sleep- L} 
ing under bivouac tents,the change in weather was not received with enthusiasm. ~ 
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0745 Lt col Bogert stressed to all pl comds that only their keen interest would make the Victory 

1400 

0845 

Loan a success. At 0800 hrs he also asked coy comds to give the Victti>ry Loan Campaign care
ful consideration. The wet weather continued,and orders were received from Bde B~ to move 
all coy offices,cookhouses,and as many menas possible under cover,with a recreation room 
~n each coy area. The bn Orderly Room,vvhich had been operating from the "computor 11 -was movec 
to the large red house at 562311. 

West NSR Victory Loan reaches 21,000 dollars. During the day pl comds received instruction 
in the driving and maintenance of vehs under the supervision of the TO,Capt C E Bent. At 
800 hrs the rain and mud had made the highway so slippery that all MCs were grounded and ) 
orders mssued to use onfier vehs as little as possible. Several thousand miles of red tape )~~ 
caught up vvi th the TO today when he received a 0 Demand and Issue Voucher 11 from England v.ri th 
a request that he sign for (2) TWO gals of pe:brol drawn by this unit in England during mob-
ilisation in June. If in doubt see the duplicate copy in • . . . • . • . . . • • App '4 ( c i 

Victory Loan reaches 24,000 dollars. The pl CQmds received instruction in message vrri ting, 
abbreviations,etc from IVIaj R SE Waterman. At 1700 hrs West NSR. was advised that 48 hr per

iods of recreational leave to CJuvlPOBASSO would begin on 31 Oct 43. The "Royal Yorkn Hotel Ibs J) 
open for offrs; ORs receive accn at the "Beaver Clubll. .fit~ 

Protestant Church parade near Bn HQ.. Maj Waterman was OC parade while Lt col Bogert was at ) • 
Bde HQ. At 1130 hrs a party of six ORs and Lt R W Bul~ock comprised the first leave party 
to CPJv1POBASSO. A plan to gave West NSR displ.~y flares at rd junc 559319 for our planes on 

a bombing raid ~ to the vVest >.vas cancelled. The \·veather contiU-ued d-q.ll and rainy. 


