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Considerable enemy movement was observed area 271157. Div arty was ranged on this. 
13301 Coy comds conference re wiring and mining of the Bn area which must be completed by 

~
' 4 Apr 44. Also a new area to be recced for Bn H~ due to the filth and flies brought 
y increasingly warmer weather. 

2 

I 

3 

Orders received from Bde that one fighting patrol will be carried out on the Bde fron 

~
i.4Ch night,the two forward Ens doing these alternately. As many re~cce.patrols .. as are 
eemed necessary may however be carried out. · 
Four recce patrols were sent out night 1/2 Apr. 

Weather fine and warm. · . 

f
A party of enemy 40 or 50 strong were observed on the far side of the Arielli at 2711 7 
iv arty immediately brought down on this, some observed to limp away, 12 were carried 
way on stretchers and some have not, as yet, been removed. 
Enemy shelling and mortaring of our area was on a light scale today. 

r
D Coy ha.ve scooped the Bn with mobile bath erected 450 yds from Tedeschi positions. ~ 
he men consider it far superior to the mobile unit, entire Coy run through in 4 hrs. 
pl J W Williams designer and builder. -
Patrols night 2/3 consisted of two ambush, but Tedeschi apparently stayed at home. 

Weather fine and \var.m. Bn H Q moved from S Nicola to area 303153. 
1830 At this time I.t-Col R S E Waterman called Capt Rhodes, 0 C D Coy and the following 

onversation took place: 
C o. "Is that you, · No 1 ?" 
No 1. "Yes sir." 
eo. "I am sendi'ng you out D A F .pilot to learn how the Inf live. n 
No 1. "Very good, sir. Heaven only knows where I ean put the poor fellow to sleep 
omfortably." 

1 CO. "Sleep tIll never heard of it ! send him out to MA.l.I.ARD for the night. 11 

. No 1. 11Very good, sir. Has he any blankets?" 
eo. "Yes ! I am taking them away from him. I want you to really show him how the Inf i ve." 
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0RTO'NA A.'REA ' 3 0.830 1 The rest of the story can best be taken from D Coy comdrs log-book. 
n '1)1 1 Sentries repo1~t Jerry patrol c.)i:liflg dovrn va11Gy behinC::. ·~oy :LI ~~J . i:en report forei;n 

4 

c: 
/ 

6 

r~-~- !'voice sayL1,:; ·;;a _J_a 11
,. a heavy crash,~~·~ a \'v~rd, S?~nG.ing lil<::8 " 3hujti '• 

~:7.?.? 'Joy stands too. "'1en 1n nervous conc..1 wlon, ree.L t.l:lat '13hujti '· may be new form of roc.t.e l, 
1 !I: ~c· ~~~.:;c tilc .:\I' ,::,-:::; ~e --:~~ ··_r (;....:__J~J~1. 

~r<j I ..J··_"c))oae!) Jsrry .)a-~l"c,l t-..uns out to be s outh African?: .Ail' pilo-u i lilO m.a~~ss forced 
I · I landing on the floor of' :0 Joy ~i : 
I 0 ~- l . "' 1 t , ' .._ , . . . - . " .,_ 2' 30 .11 o-c sare y ucKeo. mvaY 1..0 sJ...ee_; 1n s)rlrlS be:!. J_n •J .:::'. 

[J 359 1- A JO:( g_et out_ sl:etch of ]rop o~e:i ':''~ring_ for the r;ser~ve GO;}' area. Tllio shou lJ. lJ.a·v-_;, 
[ J ·a.:Ja :.:1 by l8CJJ llrs 2 A:;.Jr 44 • ..::ons1::1.erab.Le ar[:,-umen:... gcnng OJl aiJo;Jt sitin2;. J.eliably 

t re~Jor--c ·eo~ tl1i s line ... ~vill be l-:r1o-: .. ~-11 a~ ., )ocll~allE ~olly~i 

~ .. -!e&ther fine anf.i. \'Var·rrl a 
G5'::i'~ :;:: u 3~ill .sleeping. ~-Leliu..8 l~,. :::'0)Ji-~;:;-::J , t ·;:iJ l1ave been aslee) since 2 _Apr. Coy comdrs 

I 
wond.erin.; if' he v,rill sleelJ right through ..:; :? I issue. '.:aaims he is sick. No one includ · ng 

,the M 0 believes this. 
2338 Fighting patrol under Lieut ~) .A Ga~npbell prepared an a:nbush in the area enemy 1Nere 

active on the preeeding ni6llt. ~TD enemy a )l)ec.r<:J('i so th•3J )roe eedec3. to area of Lone Ho 
and shott;fan enemy vrorldng-~lart:i' that area • .3om.e hits vrere observ ~~cL 

1 Jpl -J A F]. •3et J:'i3inforc •3d by J F I stood on r-J.bble )il<3 in .f.r;J!.:t 0f >IALLARD and at the ~ 
1 to_p of his hoa:re e voice invited Ted esclli to co.ne out and fight. 

I 
Weather fine and wann. 
:Snem.y shelled. and m.ortared ou::.~ fwd. pos1 t.l ons g_u1 t. e heavily- a;:; intervals during ::~ay . 
1ecc; e .?at rol s on this night :Lo·,m·i the anemy to be in their usu.q_l haunts. Capt Rl1od. es 

~v~.'1o took Part in one of these had the misfortune to ruin his one and only necktie 
vJhile using it as a rope to pull a stake-mina. Lt-Col 'iiaterman made good the loss 
hO'Never from his own specially imported Savile Row stocl\:. 

'Heather fine and warm. 
Increased shellinG an~1 rnortarin;:; of fwd positions during ·iay. C Coy were unfortunat a 

e.:-.1o·.1.:;:1 to have a direct hit on ne'.v la-urine t:l •3J hai just completed.. Jtherwj_se on·::: ()~ 

miilor casualty. r · ~ 
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6 1 ~ 3n was Paid. c.~u:-cins the day. Capt Imnan, paymaster ·.}est N S .ti.,deter.m.ined not to be 

1

1 i out ione by recent patrols, by.J:Jas ses the R A P in an effort to get to CuJl:~E:..~:r/i~~ 1. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

isjt 3onnezan and ?te ~'Jalsh :Persuade PaY just to carry on and PaY the different coys. 
i 1?ay very rm.1ch annoyed at not getting the caance to win M C returns to own lines. .A.P.P 4 
l Tv·vo off"ic ers and. 35 0 R s of the RCASC arrived and were posted to 0 Coy for a .Period W_c.J...c 

of one week to gain Inf experience. 
2')30 :::taj.ding ;>arty of one officer and 26 OB.s sent in on 30u.RLuN. 

"iieather fine and hot. 
i\d.7ance ~Jnrty of 116 ~ll ra11<s •J:f ) ~-1ehrattas, 10 Ind :Jiv, ::1rrived. 

I The 3n· Tv1ortars of 4 Pi.:0G on this :light relieved. our l.Ior Pl who will go back for 4-b hr 
i well earned rest~ 
I _i:)atrols on this night were recce only. 

1 Weather fine and dry. 
I ?t e H F Gates, commonly known as 1 'Sna.1~e- eyen, of the Jcout -snipers got one confirmed. 
Jkill in the vicinity of Lone Roo 

1145 Two enem~r carrying Parties came fvvd to pick up some of their casualties as a direct 
resu.l t of our mors -Nor1:ing on that area. 

At last light a. Pl of B Coy put in a raid on the BOUill.ON feature. Found this occupied. 
in strength and. were forced to w·ithdraw under withering fire~ At 2230 hrs a Pl of C 
~ sent in but met with no better success. 'l1he standing patrol in front of that 
feature harrass·3d the enemy t::::ta balance of the night with all Pl weapons. :£nemy were 
observed during the night getting out their casualties suffered from the earlier raids 

Easter SUnday started fair but rained heavily fro_rn 1.500 hrs on. 
Tvro eggs and two hot cross buns ;;>er man this A M. 
'l'he Padre conducted voluntary church service in each Coy area or as clos·9 to each coy 

area as enemy observation penni t t eel • 
.::tecce patrols only carried out night 9;10. 

still · raining this A :M. 

APP 3 

APP 3 
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1 This was a very quiet day on the Bn front •. Ul personnel busy get tine 
I i:viring done whicll must i)e co~npleted by 14 APr 44. 

I Fine and hot. 
1 Orders received. to the effect that -,'le ;·;ill be reli ·:s-.r.=cl ni,g;11t 13/l:~ o:;r 
occupy the ~eserve Bn posn. 

•·:::: F I supplies issued. tod.ay,N:.J ·o;:;·::Jr or spir~tso 

Aeather fine and hot. 

122-aH, vve to 

:3rig Bernatchez 03J ~3:30 has tal:en ove-:: CJ ~il' .lu.ll ·.l ot 3 ,:; .:_n Inf :Ode and visited this unit 
·a+ -;- -1" l . .,.. +- ·i . ..., .=> :V9 o O;I:JE 

u u.!...J. ..:J u_J...J.v • 

I.::lCreas :3d. ene:ny s21elli:1g o:t o· .; r a-rea today. 
Div believe they have the secret of the enemy flare sig system. Two parties of scout 

I 
sent out to try these for effect. ':'his v1as Partially sue c essful, enemy arty opened on 
our gun areas. 

1 K of c supervisor Gorman left us tod.ay lool:ing for new fields to conquer and. rumour 
has it also for pat-a-cakes. 

Weather fine. 
L t-Gen Rei c. of 10 Ind .Di v and Brig Bernat chez visited the Bn 

:Snemy mortating and shelling vvas on a reduced scale toci.ay, 
TI.elL.1f of 'this unit was com:plet e<i by 2230 hrs. Incoming unit 

J. re~,..l d.D'/.rn sorne er1·:::.·.1.3 ... f~L J:',J. 

area 

made 

this morning. 

some noise ~trl1.i 0 l1 

·veather fine. As usual when going into the reserv e B.:1 area morning was spent cleanin 
and checking Y.rea;>ons. A &C Goys have still some work to d_o to co.11l)let e the Yvi rj_ng o:' 
th·3i :t Coy areas. 
Demonstration of constructin6 a slit trench using • ~ beehi ves·~ and 7 5 grenades put on 

in each Coy area in turn by the Pnr ?1. 
Capt WC A.llan appointed . .VMaj. 
Film l.iiThank Your Lucky sta.rs" shown in the evening by AUX Services. Following the 

show the c O.held an informal Coycomdrs metting to vvhich were invited 0 C Manchester 
·and the SUbidar and . J emidar Iviajors of the Ghurkas. The meeting turned out to be a hug 

. . . . 

~ 



VVAR DIARY M.F.M. 11 
40/ P &: S / 37 I 9/.42> 

OR 

Instructions .regarding preparatiop of 
War L.iaries (which will be kept from first 
day of mobilization, creation or embodi
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. l. 

Title pages will be prepared. 

Original, duplicate and triplicate t{) b e 
forwarded W 0. i / c 2nd Echelon for disposal. 

VfJ!,ST H S R 
(Erase heading not required) 

A.P.~.fu 1944 

Place 
I I I I Remarks, references 
'I Date ·' Hour Summary of Events and Information w Appendices und 

initials ---! r----~--------------------------------------1----=::==_....:_ 

I 14 I success ending with a spelling bee, Japt :2hodes team just nosinc ollt the .::; J s souad 
1, 1

1 
1 by one point. The judges, I'Iaj Cameron ar.~.d .supervisor Losi 0, w·ere stron;ly su.s.J •sct . .;; c~ of 

I 
.
1 

! favouring the C 0 s' side as he spelled words ·,vhich no olle (:)lse h a.:!. •.:J\' ·:Jr ::. ;:::a ::.~ ·::. oJ., at 
~-::;~1<3 sa.'·1·3 ti ·n.a eyeing the judges with such a steely loot\: that they invariably adjud.ged 

I 1

1 

! his spelling correct. :Liowever the C 0 s side were finall:l s t:.um.)ec. by A.nne .bol eyn anC. 
i lthe victor~ retired 30J O lira to the good. 

15 I I ~.leather f1ne. 
Brig Bernatchez addr~ssed b~iefly each_Coy in their Coy are~. 
Coys carry out a 6 m.lle rm.J."Ge march unaer Coy arrangetc.ents volay. 

/ The 6th Victory Loan is now under way. Needless to say this unit will •3lV.i.eavor to lea 
1 the Div in this as in all else • ..:Ul Goys have different slogans • .Lieut Donny Cam.pbell 
l , has a large notice out at .A. Coy: 'JAR BOID.:;; or ·;;LUNG. 
I I 

~ I 'I T . b ' t• f . - l ~.- ' ' - l '1 • B ---lo i _ . ..hls. Sa Da n lne ~na. c_e,~r~ 'J~~u;cn paraaes ne Ct 1n · n rt~, area • 
..LOO \.; Jv1eet1ng of all off1cers a"G :3n 11 ~,.., . 

17 

14001 Meeting of all NCOs down to and. includ.ing C.Pls. \\lhile addressing this group Lt-Col R 
s E Waterman hinted at the difficulty of the task ahead of the Div and stressed the 
importance of all ranks co-operating to make the most of the -tn'ief )'.:J.:i <Yi of trg 
wl1.ich -... vill -::>e carried out .;.Jrior to this. 

2)00 li'ilm 11 rtoad to MoriDccoa shown in the 3n H ,;_,~ area. 
Party of 150 all rank s this unit detailed to complete the ;,viring in ~::1'.3 ri;sl1t f\"-ri 3n 

ar~"'a n-i rrl1t l 6 / l '7 ·mr • .._, -o-· - ,_, .l'"1.l:" 

Weather fine. 

I JOO 

~700 
i 

A syllabus of trg has been drawn up for ulle balance of ot1.r stay :l.n t::1.is area. This i 
designed to prepare the tps for tha hard task ahead. 
Lt-Col R S :£ 'iv'aterman to Bde 0 Gp. 

·Enemy laid. down what was, for him, an unusually heavy arty concentration dll1 D ::Joy 
area. Cas l Ol:t killee, 3 ORs wounded. 
Party of reinforcements, 3 officers and 90 ORs joined the unit. I 

I 
I 

I I~ 
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I ' 18 i 'I VVeather fine. Tps carry out trg as per syllabus. 
'1 Goys have softball teams playing during sports )eriod.. 

to date. 
I Auxiliary Services sho'.v film 11 .:ioad to lilorocco ;r in the 

A Goy have the leading team ~p 3 

evenin; Bn H·~, area. 

'Neat her fine. Trg as per syllabus. APlJ 3 19 I oaool 
1

1 ~ 3?,1 
2u0ul 

Lt-Col R S ~ Naterm.an to Bn comdrs confe~ence at Bde Ii~:,. 
.c!;nemy shelled road C Coy area, one minor casualty. 
Film !IJ:'he Thin r,Ianr: sho-Nn Bn H~ area. C 0 held informal meeting for coy co:ndrs before J~~ 

and after show, boiled eggs served. 23J0 hrs. 

20 1 Neather fine. 
0900j Al~ officers atten?- 0 Gp at ~n l:lQ ~. . . . 

1 Brlg J P ~ Bernatcnez DSO OBB vlsl~ed tne Bn • 
. 

1 

Trg has been suspended and all tps devote their time to cleaning the area, gathering 
salvage etc. 

J A str_an~e mixture of Hindus~an~, Italian and Canadian is now heard around. the Bn 
j area, bu~ somehow our tps and. tne Ghurkas seem to understand each other. 
1 Final sc?res in t~e yictory Bond. drive: JP Coy just nose out D Coy by~/000 to ~67 50. .C. r(. 
Sp Coy belng practlca..LlY composed of NCOs and officers D Coy feel it a poor show. ~~ 

21 Weather fine. No incidents prior to the take over. There were 2 ca~.alties D Coy 

22 
I 

11400 

I 
I 

! 

I area during the takeover, 1 Englishmq,n ~nd 1 Ghurka. A direct hit on D Coy H.;.-!. slightl 
disturbed a farewell dinner being given by the Ghurka officers to officers of D Coy. 
During the takeover our sigs, having no knowledge of Hindustani, experienced some 

difficulty as the Glan}:as l<:~ept taking over the Coy phones. J(,. (J .... 
Takeover completed by 231.5 hrs. Bn moved by tpt to Rear Bn area \Vhere they bivouacke'lJD+' 

for the night. 

Dawn broke with heavy rain. Tps had no shelter whatever and life at this moment was 
anything but comfortable. rlain continued until 1500 hrs. 

Bn move by tpt to a concentration area immediately North of Lanciano • .Area very mudd 
from recent rain with little or no hard standing for vehs. Hot supper served here. 



·-
4 WAR DIARY 

M.FU.!!, 11 
40/ P & S/ 37 (9/ 42) 

OR 
Instructi.o.ns regru:ding prep,aratio.n of 

War I'iaries (which will be kept from first 
day of mobilization, creation or embodi
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. l. 

--rNT13JLJ:jf1J"E"NCE--sfJMM.JtRF-
Original, duplicate and triplicate to be 

forwarded to 0. i / c 2nd Echelon for disposal. 
Title pages will be prepared. 

(Erase heading not required) 

Place 

LAl'JC I.ANO 

I I 
Date / Hour I Summary of Events and Information 

2 l l 015 1 ~ ~~ h .... b - ·~ . B ff . t" . t . T - , t . . ,J... 3 i ~~.oer a o~.o rea.I.Gas'L ' n move o· · a'L hls li:J.G . r,;any vens were sucK ln ~.ohe nruci but 
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1 
c~sual t~ was Ca~t Dyer v,rho was le~t ~t _ the P?st. ... . . __ . 

I 
1600 nn ar~lve at blvouac ~rea aPPr?xlma~ely 5 ffilles ~ast of Larlno. tlo'L meal served . Egg s f _ 

and chlcken appear as lf by maglc ana everyone enJoyed an ex"Lra meal. CaPt Dyer was ~ 

1

1

, observed leading a turkey down the· road on a string. 

24 ',Veather fine. Bn move off at 1015 hrs and cover the last leg of the journey to 
Ca.rnpobasso without incident . ~al ranl:s h aving re:J.oved their f lashes and patches the 
previous night and the ma r ki ngs having been rtSm.oved fr om all vehs so that no one would 
suspect that we were Cdns, it was interesting to note that the arrows pointing out the 
rou.te were all .w.arked with a large Maple ].eaf o ..?rovost H--~ v;as also decorated vfi th Cdn 
markings p roving that a real security drive is under way. 

16301 A~ri~ed . at the 3n area about 2 rlil~~ Korth ~f Riccia, general a~ea ?8~4. Oddly enough 
thls ls 'Lhe exact spot that the Bn Dlvouackea on the eve of the Jelsl oattle,ll Oct 43 
Tps set'Lle into ~Josi ti ons allotted by advance Party. A brand new flag of Nova scotia 
was fov.nd to be 1·vaving in the breeze at :an fi;:i · 

25 Weather fine. First two days to be sPent on purely administrative matters 9 
sports field being layed out and great hopes of getting soccer and softball going. 

26 

Ru~ours that EFI is on the way has brought a new gleam to the eyes of certaim jaded 
Coy comdrs who have spent sleepless nights trying to figure out the Bn trg .syllabus. 
C 0 aPPears in all his glory of Savile Row made K D and delicately tint8d glasses. 
Srig 28rnatchez aPPearBQ a littl8 too early in the morning to be fitting but found 

all Goys slaving hard at interior economy and several of' 11ussolini:s' projected world 
conouerors engaged in cutting decadent democrasys' hair. 

Film shown in the evening. 

Dawn of this day brought high ·~~vind and driving rain. . 
Trg carried out as per syllabus Yrhic:h include d. shooting on the 5 A l'ange. 
EFI supplies issued, sPirits for officer s and senior NC Os and beer for al·l. 
Capt E I lViendelson arrived to replace Ma j Johnston as M 0. f& ' 



. . 

-. 

• ' 1 M.P.M. 11 
Instructions reg~ ...ling preparation of 

War :?iaries (which will be kept from first 
day of mobilization, creation or embodi
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. 1 

vVAR DIARY 
OR 

---1-N-T-E-LLlfl-BNfJ.B--8-Y.MM-A-R-Y-

40/P &:S/87 (9/~2~ 

Original, duplicate and triplicate to be 
forwarded to 0. i/c 2nd Echelon for disposal. 

Title pages will be prepared. 
( EraJJe heading not required) 

Place Ds.te 

C.AMPO BASSO 27 
.AREA 
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WEST N S R APRIL 1944 

Summary of Events and Information 

Still raining and blowing very hard. Trg as per syllabus. This consists of eight hrs 
very strenuous trg each day especially designed to harden the tps. 

Fine but cool. Ground practically dried up by nightfall. Trg as per syllabus. 

Weather fine but cool. Trg carried out as ·per syllabus. 
Lt-Col R S E Waterman ·adresSed all officers of the . Bn for a two hr period. 
All officers proceed to Pi·etracatella by tpt and walk back across country. this to 

lay out the course and the problems to be encountered which willbe used for the Coy 
exercises during this trg period. 

Remarks, referezJCes 
to Appendices a.nd 

initials 

~pp 3 

3 

App 3 

0001 A Coy push off to put in a dawn attack on Pietracatella (exercise). Balance of the Bn ~· 
trg as per syllabus • . 

1400 Church services held. A special choir was recruited Protestant service. 
Maj A W Rogers and Capt J H Jones M C were welcomed he unit. 

__ , __ . __ , ___ . .;.. .. 
--------~---- ---~------· . __ ,.. . 


