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5 

Hour 

1100 
1200 

West N S R (Emsc hcadinr; ·not 1'CIJ1tircd) S eptember 1944 

Summary of Events and Information 

Early hours of the mornill_g- enemy shelled bn~area, i r: fli~ti rg very little damage. 
Lt r-or R S E INaterm.an DSO r-onsiders the Bn r.o.oplet:llh re-organized ar:.d ready to move. 
Bn pla~ed on-one hours noti,.,e to .move. ~.:le were informed that we would take up posns 

Remarks, rcfcren~ 
to Appendices and 

initials 

2100 
presently oc~upied by the CYR, area o54753· the ~YR area 

054753
• ~\·~ . b 

Bn once more moves an. ros s river FOGLIO and double-banks the night with - ~ 
ro enemy a.::ti vity up to 2400 hrs. Weather today v.,ras fine and ·,varm.. 

Sep 2 dawns fine and warm and continues thus throughout the day. 
0600 CYR moves off to new area. 
1000 Without ar:.y previous warning Bn ordered to move immediately to area 0372. 
1010 Bn on the move. 
1200 All sub-units reported in posn, Tao H0. established 039783: Remainder-of the day -was 

spent ~hecking arms and amn and generally preparing for a~tion. Ihdir.ating haste of the 
enemy retreat in t _. is area, three 88mm guns were found, two of whi~h were in good 
working order. 

~Neather today fine in the morning but several light showers in the afternoon. We are -
informed that there are more artillery guns agair:.st us than ever before in Italy, a fa~t 
that by this time we are vyell a-ware of.~ The day was spent by this Bn waiting for orders 
to move forward but they wer e not forthcoming. 

0700 Bn placed on one hours noti~e to move. 
0800 TCVs arrive and prepare to move Bn forward. 
1200 Re<> ne party goes forward to new area. · 
1515 Bn moves off by tpt to new area 9783 as per movement order. 
1730 All suo-units reported in posn. Tar. HQ. established at 974830. 
19001Bn placed on two hours noti~e to move. 

1 
Weather this date fine and warm. -

Despite the far.t that the Bn -was placed on two hours noti~e to move at 1900 hrs yesterday, 
reveille t l-.is morning finds us still in area 974830 

·~ 

Appx 1 
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5 0700 Bn pla~ed on one hours ~oti~e to move. 

7 

8 

1730 J Marr.hing p3 rsonnel and vehs move to area 9389 . 
. 2030 All sub-units reported in posttion, Tar. HQ .established 93 6894 • 
. · 2100 One offir.er and 25 Other ranks arrived as reinfor~ements. Weather today wvas fine and 

warm. 

1015 
1500 
1945 
2300 

p230 
P430 
p5oo 

p 515 

p9oo 
1030 
1100 

1400 
2000 
2300 
2330 

N"o indication today as to when we will be committed to a~tion. Light shelling Bn 
area but no casualties. Weather this morning 1..vas fine but frequent light showers 
during the afternoon. 

Considerable rain during the night which left the ground rather muddy am s ti~ky 
this morning. 
eo and IO go to an 11 0 11 Group at Bde HQ. 
Bn "0 11 Group • vO issued orders for relief of HPER who are presently in area ~190. 
Bn leaves by mar~h route to relieve EPER. ~.le> 
All sub-units report in position and relief of the HPER is complete. Ta~ H'~ establishe i~ 
at 912906. There was light shelling during the take-over but no ~asualties .. 
Two patrols left Bn area to investigate buildings at 904912 and 902918. 
Patrol from "C" voy returns and reports enemy oc~upying buildings at 904912. 
"B" Coy patrol returns, reports no enemy area 902918 but numerous unoc~upied enemy 
posn~. 

Enemy patrol approaches 111\. 11 Coy area and in an exohange of small arms fire, "A" Coy 
suffered two other rank oasu~lties, ore killed and one wounded. 
CO goes to "0 11 Gp at Bde. 
~'0 11 Group at BnHQ, vO outlines plan for ohangeover with 1 Bn Greek Mtn Bde. 
Greek "Reps arrive a~d made a~quainted with enemy and our ovm picture by eo and IO. 
vonsiderable shelling in the Bn area today. 
~n Hm shell aame through the \~11 of BnHQ house but fmled to explode. 
Relief of the Bn bn:~gax by the Greeks as per Movement Order began. Appx 1 
Bn settled in old area 9389 with Tac HQ established at 936894. 
Word was received that Lt c B v vochranr; one of the origina.l offi~"ers of the unit and 

( A X 5 presently 10 at HQ, 1 Cdn Di v h~d,..,met with a rather serious ac~ident while riding a ~-
mot or~y~ le. \ 
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West r S R (Erase heading not required) 

Itemarks,references 
Summary of Events and Information w Appendices nnd 

Weather today fine and warm. 
Five reinforn.ement offir:e:rs arrive, among them Major G L F lvla~Feil r,:IC and Lt D G Kirk 
two offi oers who had landed in ,si~ ily with the unit and returned to ~ngland on 
exchange some months ago. 
CO Lt vol R S E Waterman DSO a nd IO vapt R E vampbell called to Bde 0 Group where plan 
for new offensive was outlined. West FSR to J;'elieve Irish Regt of vanq.da in area 8988 

initials 

tomorrow. ~~ 
Enemy air raid in vicinity of Bn Area which naused everymne to keep theirftngers )~ 
r.ros<Jed for a few minutes, however nci damage was done in the Bn area. 

CO with All voy vomds and IO left for reo,..,e of Irish Regt positions. Enroute the party 
guide Cpl '"'h~rlie Fleet lost his bearings and led the entire p:arty along a rid g e in 
full view of the enemy;and l'vithin eash rifle sJ:10t

1
for three quarters of a mile. J erry 

v~s appare ntly so surprised that he forgot to pul1 the trigger, and the entire party 
reaohed the Irish Regiment of Canada urB oathe<r. 
Both Church of England and Roman Catholio Church servi~es after vhinh c of B held 
:Soly ... ommunion Service. 
Bn moved off by march route to relieve Irish Regt of ~anada. ~ ~ 
Relief completed, Tar: HQ, established at 895884. ~leathe r this date fire and ·warm. ~~ 

Today the shelling and mortaring is quite intensive, however the Bn is well dug in 
and the only result is that we have not freedom of movement. 

2100 Patrols from "O" and 11"D11 coy both 1 and 10 in strength leave to investigate buildings 
at 880887 and 882892. 

2300 Stealth patrol of three sr:outs ar:,..,onrpar_ied by an er:.ginee r offir:er a:ud reo left to 
investigate river xXxRX crossing at 887903. Today a messag e of OC0xgxatBxax2Nz 
ei-: ,.., ouragement was re,..,.e i ved from the GOC 1 vdn ;) i v. 
·.:;eather today was fine and ·warm. " ~ 

12 0200 Patrol from 11 v 11 voy returned from investigating buildings at 880887 and reported 
buildings cle~r of the enemy and slit tren~hes in the area un080.Upied. 

0240 r:D 11 Coy patrol returned from 882892 ard report ed build.irgs ocnupied in strength by 
eremy. Enemy very a~ti ve and alert in this area, us ir:g numerous ve rey li ghts and 
firing small arms. 
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12 

1800 

2000 

West Y S R (Erase hcwz.inu not ·rel}niu:rl) September 1944 

Summary of Events and Information 

11A" Coy vomd reports enemy tank moving a bout on his front. 
Stealth patrol returns from area 8790 anC. report getting involved in a -fire fight between 
the en~my and the vYR. Patrol was discovered by the enemy and had to ~rawl a-~onsiderable 
a.istan~e be fore being able to return to the Bn Area. They were unable to real"h the river 
"· ros s i ng • - -
eo Lt col R S F. Vi at erman DSO held a ~ onferen"e at BnHO where he out lined plan for 5 Odn Di v 
attack on our left flank tomorrovv. -
Our air forr.e put on a fine demoi'l.strd.tion of r.lose air support on OLlr left flank o.nd front, 
aided by flares. The a ttar"k was so f'llos e to our own~FDLs that for a moment there was a bit 
bf doubt as to ·what airfor"e was putting on the attank. ::£nemy shelled ar:d mortared 
"onsistently during the day and tonight. '.:eather this C. ate was fine and Vl6.rm. 

Remarks, rcfcrtnc-c' 
to Appendices and 

initials 

13 1000 eo held a discussion with offi,.,ers at BDH·:J .• 
1100 CO attended "0" Group at 3 viB HQ. 
2100 Bn "0" Group. vO gives his ordel~s for our attack at 0330 hrs, on the town of r:::AF LOR:s~-zo . 

West YSR to attack and s er.ure R l'v~-qA}~O river line~and then to attack and s elure enemy 
strong points at SAF LOREFZO and 858929 after whir.h we are to explott north west to the 
River AUSA. The attar.k to b e done in two phases. Phase 1: to 'fight for-and se,.,.ure MARAro 
river line and, Phase 2: using river line as a start line, attar.k and se,.,ure .S.AM LORErzo 
and strong point at 858929. During phase 1 A Coy to lead ~~th one tp of tanks under comd, 
and B Coy to foililow at 200 ye~ds intterval with another tp of tanks under oomd a & D voys 
to follow B voy at 200 yarda intals. Supporting arms to be on vvheels ready to move forward 
when required. voys with tanks to be in FOP 898891/897888 by 0230-hrs and to oross start 
line (lateral road 894888/896891) by 0300 hrs. First phase to be r.ompleted by 0530 hrs and 
Bn to reorganize with A & B Coys forward each with-a tp of tanks. a & D voys in reserve. 
Second phase to start at 0630 hrs under artillery ~onr.entrations prepared.·. on a Corps level. 
A & B voys-to seoure intermediate objentives, then a & D- voys to pass through A & B, pick up 
tanks arx1 continue to final obje~tives. When final obje0tives ser.ure B Coy to pass through jind 
exploit as far as River AUSA. - -

2200 "0" Group being finished, officers returned to their resper.ti ve r.orr..mands to· brief their 
offir.ers and men. During this morning tanks supporting the 5 Cdn Di v attack while manouveri 1fR ~ 
in our D Ooy area drew considerable enemy fire and r.aus ed a number of 0asualties in D Ooy. ~ 
Neather today fine and warm. 
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14 0100 Tac HQ moves to house at 894887 whi~"h afforded a good view of the battle area. 
0 300 Forward sub-units ~ rbs s start line. ~ - ~ ~ 

0500 Forward elemer.ts reanh area 888894 and en~ount~r heagy resistan~e, whi~h in~luded small arms 
ire,mortar and shellin~ and SP ~uns. Resistan~e proved mu0.h greater that previous intell­
igenl'!e had le d. us to believe and fighting for the .!f.LAH.A.l'O river line became very fier~e 
which resulted in the Bn plan being changed several times. 

0700 a voy caught v-under our own barra ge of air bursts and its 18 set knocked out. 
0800 forward r,oys had by now fought their way to 888899 oc-;upied by the OYR. 
0815 vO went forward to 888899 leaving IO vli th cornmuni0.ations at 894887. _ 
0 900 QO was rallying the Bn and preparing for a renewed assault. 
1015 D voy under vapt W H P David attack the village GHETTO DEL MOLI!':O 884901 vvi th a tp of tanks 

and did a splendid job of house ~learing. 
1030 IO with remainder of Ta~" HQ joins eo at 885899. 
1100 Lt oo 1 lvl P Bogert :!J .SO paid a visit _ to Tar, HQ and was greeted by a hai 1 of enemy bullets and 

shells. 
1200 With the ex~eption of a few isolated po~kets and two SP guns enemy by this time had been 

cleared 1Q!x: up to the river IviARA:J\10. 
1300 !Advan~e continues with 0 B11 Coy under uapt J H Jores Mv leading. Advance atthis stage became 

so rapid that Lt GM Hebb (later killeQ. in ar,tion) in~~harge of the leading platoon in B Ooy 
was able to dash across the bridge at 879 903 and tear the wires from the demolitions thus ~ 
preventing the lliml[ enemy from blowing the bridge, which if blown could have held up the 
advance for a considerable period of time. 

1500 D Coy under vapt Vl H P David reach village of SAl\' LORErzo but being unsupported by tanks 
(wl:J.i~"h by this time had been all knocked ~) had to vrithdraw 800 yards and consolfti date., 

1800 eo decides to move forward to our FDLs. ou+ 
1900 Fresh s q_uadron of tanks promised earlier had not arrived so t he eo decides to atta~k SAl~ 

ll10RTITZO without them. ~ 
2000 D Ooy again on the outskirts of SAN LOHEr:zo 1"lL th B '"'OY on it s left, but without support of 

ta:oks it was found impossible to s torm the h eight a~,d the 00 ordered all ooys to retire and 
~onsolidate, in area 8690. Tac HQ established at 867909. _ 

Remarks. refcrcn~' 
to Appendices nnd 

initials 

2400 Supporting arms, cookhouses and amn trur:!k had by t h is time arrived and all coys fed and 
~.mn replentished. Numerous nasualties in men and eq_uipmen t suffe red in toda~ action. ~ 
Neather was fine and warm. 
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';-est 1' .. S R (Erase hcnd·inu uot ·re1J71.i rcr.l) Septembe r 19 44 

Summary of Events and Information 

Our ovvr. 3-in mortars on i:;ase plates in ~n _:..rea ard t u s ily er. gaged ir harassirg fi::re o::. 
0 Al L0J.-:-J ZO . 
St ill r "' t a :rlcs , but 0'0 held rr..:; '' Group ar:d on inst rtlC ~ior~ f:r·om higl1er authOl'i ty i ssued orr1.er< 
for a further atta~k ..... o n the hill f'e a ture :::; ~:J. · LO~:C2 ZU. B C:: :i '"'oys to attacl.\: forvv-ard and 

... 1. 1 ·:1 ~oys i n res 8rv6. 
B & v voys cros s start line. 
IE t4 e~ Nt darkness D Coy got ir front of v voy and found itself vvith B voy once again on 
the outskirt s of SAY J;...OP.El'- ZO ar;d again fo~nd it impos s ible to take the :feature without 
support of tanks and withdrew to old area to re-organize. 
.Another squadron of tanks arrive, eo has an immediate "0" group and issues Oli!'ders for yet 
an :Jther attack on '=;Al LORE:rzo. B Goy va th two tps of tanks u nde r ooi!llf.tand and. -:: voy with one 
tp of tanks under comd to lead an.d A & D Goys to follow. Time aoross start line 0830 hrs. 
Due to the fighting iE re,.,ent a0tions the., fighting strength of the Bn vvas g reatly redu~e o 
and the men are extremely tired and tattle weary, 
B & C voys cross start line. 
a voy gets caught under very heavy mortar 00n~entpation and be~omes disorganized. All its 
Qf;fi8ers in~ludir_g the oc Ivia jor ~. 'J G 3totbart become nasualties. 
A Coy under lv'Iaj or R G Th.exton takes over from v voy and continues a very slow ad van0.e v.ri th 
B Qoy ~ ~ 
Advance held up by SP guns and mar. h ir_e gun posts in and around houses on ridge near,.{ side 
SAY LORErZO. Tanks asked our A Tk guns to engage houses. 
A Tk guns engage houses with good results. --

Remarks, referenc<'5 
to Appendices and 

initials 

Enemy 150 mm troop engage BnHQ house with deadly ac0.uracy until 1200 hrs, ~ausing numerous 
r.asual ties among BnHQ persoD.nel, _.:;.ls o knocking out all our communi~ations viL th the exr.eptic n 
of the Bn 18 set. During the early afternoon the coys reported slow progress against 
stubborn and fierr.e res istanr e. · 
B Ooy reports on ob}jective. A Goy close be hind. -
CO_.,Lt col R S E waterman nso orQ.ers all support weapons forward to help coys consolidate 
on the objertive • 
Bde Oomd congratulates Bn on its success. 
Tac ~Q, moves forvvard to SAF LOREEZO and established ~t 865917 
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Place Date Hour 

SAr LOREFZO 15 2400 

'Jest l"" S R (Er(l.sc hcarz.iny not 1'ecJ1tirer7) '3 eptember 19 44 

Summary of Events and Inform ation 

Bn now firmly established on the obj e~"ti ve with all support weapons in posi 1iion. 
Capt J H lYones ~lVIv Ov ~ voy and Lt S K Fic.R:ers on also B Ooy deserve special mention in this 
phase of the action. Shelling now has become q_uite i ntense. ~·ieatr.er this date fine and 
warm. 

Remarks, refcrenc~ 
to Appendices and 

initials 

16 0200 Patrol of s~outs and snipers attemptto rea~h river AUSA but are dZxeE driven bark by enemy 

17 

18 

snipers. - -
0900 Bd e Oomd Lt o ol M P Bogert DSO paid a visit to Blli'IQ. and discussed previous days action and 

future i ntention with the eo Lt ool R S E vwat erman DSO. All last night and toda y Bn was 

0920 

1~00 
ilil30 
1200 
124 5 
1300 

0700 

1150 

1800 

subjel":ted to severe shelling and mortaring. Bn is busy- today re-organizing having suffered~ 
rather severe casualties in men and equipment the past couple of days. Pad:Be :0:/Capt ' 
L F Vv'ilmot was oolle~ting and burying the dead. ·;rea the r today fine but a bit cool. 

Intense shelling remainder Cif night. 
eo Lt ool RSE Wat erman DSO r.alled to Bd e HQ a nd this subsequently proved to be his farewell 
to aotive I":Ommand of the regiment. 
Major F E B:iltz 2 re of the Bn arrives and assumes command. -
"0 11 Group at BnHO.. oc issued orders for B voy to attack and secure GANOFAJ·"'IO at 854916. 
B Ooy crosses start line. -
B qoy now oonBolimated on objective having met no opposition. 
Section of lv.Le.chine guns moved down and take up a defensive pos n vli th .B Coy. 
vonsoderab.le shelling today oct:tmxzn up to 2400 hrs. Weather fine and vvarm. 

In the early hours of this morning enemy shelling intensified and continued thus throughout 
the day. 
One of our Spirfires straffed the Bn area and dropped one bomb on the church burying some 
engineers and one platoon of A Coy oaus ing some r.as ualties. 
oa Major :F' E Hiltz ordered to Bde. Major Hiltz w-as told that intention was for West }.iSR 
to pass through 0YR ·with tanks immediately and capture high ground 831944. However 
engineers report~d that it would .notbe possible for them to prepare crossing for ta~LS 
aeross the river At~A antil after last light so -the plan had to be delayed. 
Major F E Hiltz again called to Bde "0" Group. ' 
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22 

·-vest r S R (Erase heading not required) September 1944 

Summary of Events and Information 

L1ajor Hiltz returned and held immediate 11 0 11 Group a nd gave liis orders for the final 
atta~k on the Di v obj er>ti ve. Ir:t ention: West FSR will atta~k and s e~ure high ground 
area 831944, with R 22e R on left and HP'm on right. A & B Coys forward with'-' & D 
coys in reserve. FUP in B Coys area, start line 843931/847937. A & B voys each to 
have a tp of tks under ~omd a nother tp to be with C & D voys. Infantry to marry up 
with tks at start line. Major FE Riltz was to take ll tCl.nk with a 19 set and a 18 se 
and his carrier with another 18 set and follow leading coys. IO with wireless and 

Remarks, referen ces 
to Appendices unci 

initials 

telephone r>omrnunir>ation to Bde HQ. , 19 Set on tank liLk and 22 .Set set and 18 set link ~;e.- L 
to CO,to remain at S~ LO~TZO until called forward. At approx 2400 hrs leadir~ )~~ 
ro.oys left FUP and p . ee~ed ~l start line. ~ 

All sub-units plus nks- in pos n ready for attaro.k at 0400 hrs. 
Engineers report ha'.ving. nompleted the river r>ros s ing-for ou r tanks. 
Forward sub-units· ro.ross line and almost immediately ro.ame under heavy an.ar>hi:ne gun fire 
00 called for more smoke on feature but enemy fire was so intense that troops were 

1 forr>ed to grouhd~ Despite numerous attempts to push forward towards evening the Bn ~~/ 
1 vvas forr>ed to ~onsoldidate 300 ~atX:I: yards in front of this mornings start line. 
· Shelling, mortaring and small arms fire was inteD.s e all day. Weather l"lB.S fine. 

Intense shelling and mortaring during the night. 
00 ordered '-' & D voys to outflank objective on the l~ft while A & B attack from 
the front. 
A Coy on oll·jeotive with very little opposition .. Remaining coys following closely. 
Obj er>ti ve firmly in our hands. During the morning Lt col A L Saunders arrives and 
assumes ~"'Ommand of the regiment. After 1200 hrs the men tried to get what rest · they 
nould under a hail of mortar and shell fire. Meanwhile Coy 1.1omds and officers under :::R ~ 
the direro.tion of the new CO were busy re-organizing. Weather fine and warm this date.~ 

I Weather today fine in the morning, ~ea vy showers in the- afternoon and e venifig. 
IReavy shelling all day but few casualti es; Padre with r>arrying party coller>ting 
I and burying our dead. All remaining offi'ro.ers and reo busy re-organizing the unit. 

I Weather today oool w~th showers. Day spenll in ~learing up the battle field and 

I 
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22 I 1 searl"\hing f6r ar.y of our own- remaining dead. 

23 
CATTOLivA 11000 

I 
I 
11200 
1300 

1930 

I 
24 10930 

1100 

1300 
1930 

25 

2000 
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Message of ~ongratulation re~eived-today from Lt ~ol M P Bogert Bde Comd on the fine 
showing of the Bde in the recer.t action. 

Heather fine. 
Bn moved :kmaam:t>x:k to area 976876 for a rest after a very streruous month of action. 
In the battle for-RDvlllH tllis unit h~d 199 ~:m::ooot wounded, 39 killed and three missin • 
Prisoners of 'Var l"aptured were in exl"ess of 200. 
All sub-units of the Bn reported in new area. 
Bath parades laid on for all personnel of the unit ard their was also a salt water 
beal"\h for-all who were interested: 
Moving pir:ture shown in the Bn re~reational r:entre. 
':Ieather today was fine and warm. 

Major General c Vokes DSO OBE paid a brief visit to the Bn. In a short add~ess 
he congratulated the whole_.Bn on the very fine work they had done in the recer::.t ar.tio • 
Roman Catholic and Protestant Church parades held in the Bn Area. 
Swimming parades are now held ear.h day under coy arrangements. 
Pay parades laid on for all sub-units. -
Film 11 Captain Blood" was shown in the urlit recreational centre. 

Weatbe r fine and warm. 
Training carried out today under ~oy arrangements. 
~~:x:lx:tt 
Dinn.er held at the Officers Mess, @-e.ast of Honour, Lt col R S E Waterman DSO who was Appx 5 
ii'i ~ommand of this Regiment sin~e December 1943 until nearly the end of the re~ent ~,~ 
a~tion. Lt ~ol-waterman made an appropriate~speech of farewell to the Regiment. 
Other guests in0luded Brigadier J P E Bernat0hez DSO OBE. 

Trg as per syllabus. 
V{eather fine and warm after a severe thunder storm during the night. 
EFI issue one half bottle of beer per man. During the morning Nmjor R G Thexton 
Ol..i A voy and vapt J H Jones Mv Ov B voy attend demonstration of flame thrower :.fiB on 
l.ihurohill Tank. 
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Lt col A L 0aunders had several dis~ussions with the 0oy r-omds re training and adjustment ~ 
of the offi~er and JJCO slates in the Bn. 
Film "Five Graves to 1...airo" was shown. 

Weather cloudy and cool with showers late in the morning. 
Training as per syllabus ~ -
Oapt v F Spen.o e leaves on a three day atta~hment wi. th the Ses ert Air Force. 
00 with several other offio ers attends demonstration of flame thrower on Churchill Tank. 
Band Oonoert in Bde Area. 
Film "Beautiful Cheat" was shown. 

Weather cool with frequent showers. 

Appx 4 

Training- as per syllabus $4 
Party incharge of Padre H/Oapt L F Wilmot left on a sightseeing tour of the castle GRJ.;..DARA ~ 
Film in the unit re~reation ~entre "Hold that-Ghost". J 

During the last few days leaves for both offic. ers and men have been arranged. 

Appx 4 

Weather cloudy and ~ool. Training as per syllabus Appx 4 
0800 Lt Reese-ROE gave a leoture to the Offi~ers and NOOson as .Clault river crossing. Afterwards 

the officers and lJCOswent to river 97 4877 where Lt Ferguson RvE gave a further lecture 
and engineers gave a demonstration in assault boats. 
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':jATTOLivA 30 1400 Bn Muster Parade was held. 
vonoert Partyheld in R 22e R re~reation centre. 

--

M.F.M 11. 
40!P& 8'37 

Original, duplicate and triplicate to be forwarde< 

to 0. i/c 2nd Echelon for disposal. 

Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 


